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DSU to Host Feb. 7 Panel Discussion on the Film "Django"

Posted: January 29, 2013
In light of the numerous discussion points raised by Quentin Tarantino?s latest film Django Unchained,
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Delaware State University will host a panel discussion on the controversial
film at 7 p.m.
Thursday,
Feb. 7
http://www.desu.edu/sites/default/files/u61/Django%20SJ%20KW%20LDiC%20
in the Education & Humanities Theatre on campus.
The event ? entitled ?Django Unchained: Myths and Realities of Slavery in the Old South? -- is free and
open to the public.
The film ? which features a stellar cast ensemble that includes Jamie Foxx, Samuel L. Jackson, Christoph
Waltz, Leonardo DiCaprio and Kerry Washington ? is set in 1858-1859 against the backdrop of the Wild
West and the ?Peculiar Institution? of slavery.
Love it or not, the film raises a myriad of issues ranging from its brutal representations of slavery; the caste
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on the film with the attending public as well as with the following panelists:
http://www.desu.edu/sites/default/files/u61/Django%20SJ%20KW300_0.jpg

Dr. Jerry W. Ward Jr. is one of the leading experts in the country on author Richard Wright. Dr. Ward
is currently a Famous Overseas Professor at Central China Normal University where he directs
seminars on African-American literature. He has also served as a distinguished professor of English
and literature for more than 40 years at Dillard University and Tougaloo College in Jackson, Miss. He
is a founding member of the Richard Wright Circle, the co-editor of The Richard Wright
Encyclopedia, and has received the 2011 Richard Wright Literary Excellence Award from the Natchez
Literary and Cinema Celebration. His poems and essays have been published in numerous
publications.
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Deirdre Childress Hopkins is a former film and entertainment editor for the Philadelphia Inquirer. She
is the immediate past vice president (print) of the National Association of Black Journalists and is its
former national secretary. Currently she is the strategic communications manager for the Pennsylvania
Convention Center. She has also previously worked for The Washington Post, The Los Angeles Daily
News, United Press International and the Syracuse Post-Standard.

Dr. Ahati N. Toure is an associate professor of African History and Africana Studies as well as the
director of the Africana Studies Program at Delaware State University. He is the author of the first
book-length, critical academic study of one of the architects of the discipline of Africalogy/Africana
Studies, John Henrik Clarke and the Power of Africana History: Africalogical Quest for
Decolonization and Sovereignty. He has written numerous academic essays that explore issues in
Africana history and culture.
The Django panel/audience discussion is sponsored by the DSU College of Arts, Humanities and Social
Sciences.
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