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DSU Welcomes Dr. Eric Kmiec as New Chemistry Chair
Posted: September 27, 2011

Dr. Eric B. Kmiec, an established scientist, inventor, leader and entrepreneur, has been appointed professor
and chair of the Department of Chemistry at Delaware State University.
Dr. Kmiec will begin his DSU tenure on Oct. 15, said Dr. Noureddine Melikechi, dean of the College of
Mathematics, Natural Sciences and Technology, who added the new department chairperson will be a ?great
addition? to DSU, Kent County and the state of Delaware.
?With his vast experience, and scientific knowledge, he will contribute to the growth of DSU?s STEM
efforts, both in terms of quality and impact,? Melikechi said. ?I am confident that as the new chair of the
Department of Chemistry, Professor Kmiec will provide the leadership necessary to make the Department a
first-class unit on campus.?
Prior to his arrival, Dr. Kmiec was the director of the Marshall Institute for Interdisciplinary Research at
Marshall University from 2009-2011, where pioneering biotechnology advances were made under his
leadership. Dr. Kmiec is a renowned expert in gene editing ? a technique that employs synthetic DNA
molecules to repair mutations in human chromosomes. His research aims to identify therapies for diseases
including Huntington?s disease, Muscular Dystrophy, and Spinal Muscular Atrophy. A recipient of many
research and community service awards, Kmiec holds upwards of 60 patents.
He also established several biotechnology companies including OrphageniX Inc. of which he is co-founder.
Prior to his arrival to Marshall University in 2009, he was a professor of biology at the University of
Delaware and director of the Delaware Biotechnology Institute.
?In bringing Dr. Kmiec here to lead our Department of Chemistry, such a caliber of scientist sends a clear
message concerning the direction of the Delaware State University in its research and STEM endeavors,?
said Dr. Alton Thompson, DSU provost and vice president of Academic Affairs. ?Exciting new
developments will occur as the result of his presence in the College of Mathematics, Natural Sciences and
Technology.?
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