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DSU to Host the Rescheduled 2011 Delaware Brain Bee
Posted: February 2, 2011

Some future brain specialists may be among the contestants this weekend as Delaware State University hosts
the 2nd annual Delaware Brain Bee Competition beginning at 9 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 5 in room 205, Mishoe
Science Center South on campus.
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In this challenging competition, Delaware high school students will answer questions about the nervous
system. Topics will range from how the brain functions normally to what goes wrong in the brain in
connection with disorders like Alzheimer's disease, addictions, Lou Gehrig?s disease and depression.
Getting young men and women interested and excited about the brain is important given the urgency of
finding cures for devastating illnesses such as Alzheimer's disease, said Dr. Princy Quadros Mennella, DSU
assistant professor of biological science and the Delaware Brain Bee lead coordinator.
?Additionally, there is a greater need for better treatments for disorders such as depression and PostTraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) as their incidences are on the rise,? Dr. Mennella said. ?It is quite
possible that one of our own Delaware high school students may be the next neuroscientist to solve enigma
that is the human brain.?
Brain Bee Coordinator stands with the 2010
winner Amy Forster and state Sen. Colin
This competition is not only an opportunity for the communityBonini.
to support our high school students, but also
to learn more about the brain. In addition to the competition, there will be demonstrations on sheep brain
dissections as well as a real human brain and spinal cord for display.
This year there will be contestants from the Charter School of Wilmington, Cab Calloway School of Arts,
Cesar Rodney High School, Indian River High School and Polytechnical High School.
The winner of the Delaware Brain Bee gets to compete in the National Brain Bee, to be held in March 2011
in Baltimore, Md. Last year Amy Forster from the Charter School of Wilmington won the Delaware Brain
Bee and competed in the 2010 National Brain Bee Championship, placing 17th out of 35th high school
competitors from across the country
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